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must always be studied in close and necessary connection with the rest of 
the Synthetic Philosophy. In one respect, at least, the defender of the sys- 
tem appears better equipped than its originator ; for Dr. Salvadori is thor- 
oughly at home, not merely in the literature which relates to the Spencerian 
system, but in the whole range of the ethical speculation of our day. If he 
over-rates the value of Mr. Spencer's attempts to harmonize or combine 
the doctrines of the opposed ethical schools, he appears to possess a clearer 
insight into the meaning of representative moralists than did the author of 
the Data of Ethics, and so can enforce the claims of the latter with a 
better chance of a favorable verdict from those who are familiar with the 
development of ethical philosophy. So, too, an adequate appreciation of the 
point of view of the various critics of the Synthetic Philosophy enables him 
not infrequently to meet them successfully on their own ground. Re- 
garded, then, as a defense of the Synthetic Philosophy, this book may be 
confidently recommended ; nothing so able on these lines has, I think, yet 
appeared in English, but it is too wholly a defense to be quite satisfac- 
tory as an exposition or as a criticism. In particular, the author all but 
ignores the essential weakness of the Spencerian metaphysics — a weakness 
which makes the most widely read of the volumes containing the Spen- 
cerian system, the First Principles, the most irritating and the least 
stimulating to the well-informed philosophical student. It is this crude and 
uncritical treatment of ontological and epistemological problems, which has 
blinded so many to the real value, within certain limits, of his evolutionary 
formula, and to the gain which has accrued to philosophical method by 
his constant endeavor to correlate it with that of science. Mr. Spencer' s 
metaphysical theories, however, do not affect his ethics very directly, and 
Dr. Salvadori may be congratulated on having presented the latter in a 
manner calculated to diminish the misunderstandings and misrepresenta- 
tions to which it has frequently been subjected. E. Ritchie. 

Les limites de la bielogie. Par J. Grasset. Paris, F61ix Alcan, 1902. — pp. 

iii, 186. 

In his preface, M. Grasset states that he here attempts ' ' to show that 
biology is not the universal and sole science, that the biological conception 
and the biological point of view are not the only modes of thought and 
apprehension, and that biology has limits which separate it from other 
sciences and other kinds of knowledge." With this end in view, M. 
Grasset gives us a work which consists very largely of extracts from a 
somewhat heterogeneous mass of writers, no fewer than one hundred and 
eight being quoted. M. Grasset' s own contribution to the question of the 
relation of biology to the other sciences does not appear wholly satisfactory. 
He seems to confuse two very different theses. In maintaining that biology 
is not the only science, or even the science 'par excellence,' he is on sure 
ground ; and he has an easy task in pointing out a certain extravagance of 
pretention involved in the phraseology sometimes used by such writers as 
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Haeckel and Spencer. But he also aims to show that the various sciences, 
physics, biology, physiology, psychology, and ethics, constitute different 
kinds of knowledge, each of which may be pursued independently of, and 
as unrelated to, the rest. The author admits that this doctrine is old- 
fashioned, and we may well doubt whether it can ever be rehabilitated. 
It should be added that, while this little book is controversial in character, 
and contains not a little debatable matter, it is throughout fair-minded and 
courteous in tone. E. Ritchie. 

Essais de critique et d' histoire de philosophie. Par S. Karppe. Paris, 

Felix Alcan, 1902. — pp. 224. 

Much of the matter contained in this volume is a genuine contribution 
to the study of a current of speculative thought, the importance of which 
has been hardly sufficiently recognized by most historians of philosophy. 
The part played by Jewish thinkers in moulding, or at least in modifying, 
the character of European speculation has been much greater than is com- 
monly supposed. The perusal of the book before us leads to the wish that 
its author might give us in consecutive and complete form the whole story 
of this Semitic influence. The essays, with the exception of one on Herder 
as the precursor of Darwin, are concerned with certain phases of Jewish 
philosophy in relation to the thought of Christendom. The first deals 
with the system of Philo, as shaping the doctrines and determining the 
method of exegesis in the Early Church. The following essay shows the 
effects on primitive Judeo-Christianity of the Jewish gnostic sects, older than 
Christianity itself and in some sort anticipating it in spirit and dogma ; 
their characteristics being anti-legalism and an insistence on the mediator- 
ial idea. 

The most interesting and important part of M. Karppe' s work, how- 
ever, will be found in those essays which are devoted to Maimonides and 
to Spinoza. In the third essay, the two thinkers are compared and the 
extent of Spinoza's indebtedness to the mediaeval philosopher is discussed. 
Maimonides' s influence is rightly viewed as most clearly shown in Spinoza's 
ethical intellectualism. In a very interesting discussion on Richard Simon 
and Spinoza, it is demonstrated that to the latter rather than to the former is 
due the title of the founder of Biblical Criticism. That the great Jew was by 
far the bolder and more clear-sighted critic is certainly true, but the His- 
toire critique du Vieux Testament had probably a stronger and more 
direct effect upon the current conception of the Biblical writings than had 
the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus. In the other essays of which Spinoza 
is the subject, a strong emphasis is laid on the mystical factor in his 
thought ; this is not to be regretted, as so many of his commentators over- 
look or depreciate this in their endeavor to do justice to his scientific out- 
look and his logical acumen. 

E. Ritchie. 



